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Before taking the Entrance Exams ¢ ¢ What to know|

1. Japanese educational system

e * * ¢+ ¢+ s (yearsold

Elementary School (6years)

uoreonpo
Kiosindwo)

12 years old

Junior High School (3years)

Ve o o o o ]5yearsold

g
Senior High School (3~4years) % ?
- e
0
=N
Junior (Vocational 5
College School %
University (4~6years) (2years) (2~3years)
Graduate
School
(2~4 years)

This is the Japanese Educational System. In Japan education is compulsory (parents must have their children go
to school) from elementary school (6 years) to junior high school (3 years). 98% of junior high school graduates
enter senior high schools (3 ~ 4 years).

About 77% of high school graduates go to some form of college or vocational school.

2. Why go to High School?

Going to high school opens up a much greater selection of possible occupations to choose from, as well as
helping students “search their ability.”
“What is my dream P “As I want to study subjects and gain skills to become oo,

I am going to enter oo high school.“... Try thinking like this.
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3. Types of High Schools

There are public (prefectural) and private high schools in Fukushima prefecture.

And according to the difference of timetable, there are 3 types of curriculum.

(1) Difference between Public and Private high schools

Public Founded by the prefecture. In Fukushima there are 77prefectural high schools and 1
High Schools branch schools. Those who live in Fukushima can apply. General courses are divided by
school districts.
Private Founded by privately owned educational foundations. Educational policy varies. Those
High Schools who live outside of Fukushima can also apply. There are 18 private high schools in
Fukushima. School fees tend to be more expensive than those of public schools.
* “Independent administrative agency National Institute of Technology, Fukushima College” is the only high

school that doesn’t fit into these two categories. (It serves as kind of a combination high school and junior

college, totaling 5 years.)

(2) Difference between Full-time , Part-time, and Correspondence curriculum

Depending on the eligibility of the students, there are 3 choices of curriculum.

Full-time Students are in class every day from around 8:40 ~ 15:30. 3 years must be completed
Curriculum to graduate.
Part-time Students take classes only during a specific time of day (Morning/Afternoon/Evening)
Curriculum Many part-time Schools are for the evening. 3 years or more are needed to graduate.
Correspondence- Students study individually (using textbooks or other materials) and have their
Curriculum assignments checked by teachers. They must attend school several times a month to study
and attend a class lecture.
\\Q/ears or more are needed to graduate.

Due to the nature of correspondence school, there are fewer face-to-face meetings,
meaning that students will have fewer opportunities to improve their Japanese

proficiency.
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(3) Differences between Yearly advance and Credit-based

Yearly advance

Students advance to a higher grade year by year, starting with 1%t grade, then 2" grade,
and then 3™ grade.

Credit-based

Students earn credits based on their learning hours in each subject, and advance based

on the total number of credits earned.

(4)About General course, Specialized course, and Integrated course

High schools have several courses depending on the kinds of subjects.

Below are the courses offered at public schools in Fukushima.

General course

Students mainly learn general academic subjects (such as Japanese,

social studies, math, science, and English).

Specialized course

Aiming to become specialists in a specific academic area, students learn specialized
knowledge and basic skills.

There are several departments such as Agriculture, Industry, Business, Fisheries, Home
Economics, English, Mathematical Science, Physical Education, Literature and Science,
Environmental Studies, Food Science, Design Science, Tourism Business, International

Science.

Integrated

Studies course

Students can choose from both General and Specialized courses according to their
interests.

(Students can apply from any district of Fukushima prefecture. )
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When applying for the Entrance Exams ¢ ¢ * How to prepare

@ Schedule until the Entrance Exams

Those who have graduated from Those who finished 9years
Japanese junior high or will of education abroad

graduate
< L G

Guidelines for selective exams for applicants to prefectural high schools are
October

announced on the homepage of the board of education and in the newspaper

~ =
)

* At junior high school,
Interviews etc. are held to
October confirm which school to apply for.
~November *If you hope to apply by special selection, you *Consult the high school
can consult a high school directly also. you want to apply for
( homeroom teacher,student,parent) beforehand.

- J —
< > N

Have a medical check up by yourself

(after January).
J
J
When applying for the special admission, application eligibility is confirmed beforehand at the
high school you are applying to.
4 \
Apply for admission through the internet application system to the high school
. J
-
January~ Private high school— Examination by recommendation
General selection examination
February
.
/Prefectural high school \
March

—The preceding term selection examination

Including extra curricular activities selection

General selection

Prefectural high school
— The last term selection examination (Only schools that have not met desired
enrollment numbers )

Private high school

k — The last term eeneral selection examination j

-10-
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5. Patterns of applying for the Entrance Exams

Sengan @ Applying to only one high school Q06

Heigan : Applying to more than one high school @@

@ Apply only to private high school (If you pass the Entrance Exam,

you must enter that school)

@ Apply to private & prefectural high school
Take the preceding term selection for prefectural high school
—You can apply to both Including Extra curricular Activities Selection and
General Selection.
—If you can’t pass the preceding term selection, you can take the last term

selection.
@ Apply to private high school & National Institute of Technology
@ Apply only to prefectural high school

@ Apply only to National Institute of Technology

ﬁ ['Suberidome J
Take the private school exams just fit for your level, in case you can’t pass
the entrance exams for the prefectural school you really want to enter.
And after passing the exams, take the procedure for entering. (Pay part of

the entrance fee. About 100,000~150,000 yen.)

Even if you pass a public high school and don’t enter a private school,

this money will not be refunded.

-12-
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6. Outline of exams for applicants to prefectural high schools

Examination for the Preceding term Selection

* Including Extra curricular activities selection (Jiko-suisen)

( >k selection with self-recommendation)

According to the features of each high school, the selection standard is different. The applicants’
characters and

eagerness for studying are taken into account.

Written examinations (Gakuryoku-kensa) of 5 subjects , The Reason for application Sheet, Student
information

sheet,Interview, Composition, Practical skill, etc.

* General selection (Ippan-nyuushi ; general selection examination)

The Scores of Written examinations (Gakuryoku-kensa) of 5 subjects.

Examine of Student information sheet. Interview.

<OExamination of the Special (limited) Selection for Foreign Students and the like

Student information sheet, Interview, Composition, The Scores of Written examinations (math .English,

Japanese)

Examination for the Last term Selection

Schools only hold a further entrance exam when their desired enrollment numbers have not yet been met.

Examine of Student information sheet. Interview, Composition (Essay)

(reference)

Applying for Private High School Entrance Exams (January ~ February)

Recommendation -- Examine of the papers. Interview (Composition, Practical skill, etc.)

General selection -- Examine of the papers. Written examinations (math, English, Japanese) Interview

-14-
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https://www.pref.fukushima.lg.jp/uploaded/attachment/709972.pdf

([ Calendar of the Entrance Exams

* For details, do not forget to check the new edition of “Guidelines for

2026

selective exams of applicants” to confirm.

https://www.pref.fukushima.lg.jo/uploaded/attachment/ 70997 2.pdf

(1) Calendar of the Preceding term Selection and the affiliated-type Selection

% Application for admission using Internet Application System

Submit the application form

February 2 ~ February 6 %

Change of application

February 9 ~ February 13 >

Submit the Student information sheet

February 16~ February 17

Written examination

March 4

Interview etc.

March 4~ March 6

Makeup Examination

March10~March11

Announcement of the

students

admitted

March 16

(2) Calendar of the Last term Selection

Submit the application form

March 17~March 18 *

Change of application March19
Interview etc. March 24
Announcement of the admitted students | March 25

(3) Calendar of the Correspondence(Tushin)

Submit the application form

February 2~ March 30

(4) Calendar of the Special (limited)Selection for Foreign Students and the like

Submit the application form

February 2~February6

Examination

March 4

Makeup Examination

March10~March11

Announcement of the admitted students

March16

-16-
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8. Eligibility and Documents needed for applying

(1 )Eligibility requirements for applying
Students must live in Fukushima prefecture with their guardians, be over 15 years old on
April 1*"in the year of high school entrance, and meet either of the two conditions below:
a. Those who have graduated from Japanese junior high schools, or will graduate in
March.
b. Those who have finished 9 years of school education abroad.

(2) Requirements for applying for the Special (limited) Selection for Foreign Students and
the like

(D Foreign students
Students must be of foreign nationality, they must either currently live in Fukushima
prefecture with their guardians or be going to live there with them.
They must be within 6 years of arrival in Japan. Which means, in principal, on February 1*
of the examination year, 6 years have not passed since they arrived in Japan

@ Returnee students
Students who have been living abroad for more than 1 year.
February 1% of the examination year must be within 6 years of their return to Japan.
They must be living in Fukushima prefecture with their guardians.

If their guardians’ return is delayed, the application will be accepted on the condition that

they are to return within 1 year after the applicants’ entrance and are sure to live with them
in Fukushima.

-18-
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(3) Documents needed for applying

<{The Preceding term Selection
(1) Students who have graduated or will graduate from junior high school
(Dapplication form for admission (Internet Application System )
@student information sheet

(®Pay the examination fee through the system (Full-time:¥2,200,
Part-time: ¥950 )

(2) Students who have finished 9 years of school education abroad.
(Dapplication form for admission (Internet Application System )
@health certificate
Qcredit certificate certificate of acadmic record

@Pay the examination fee through the system (Full-time:¥2,200,
Part-time: ¥950 )

{lIncluding Extra curricular activities Selection
additional documents— The Reason for application Sheet,

<{>About the Special (limited) Selection for Foreign Students and the like
(1) Those who have graduated from junior high schools, or will graduate

(D application form for admission for the Special Selection (Internet Application System )
@ student information sheet

(certificate of academic record for the most recent educational background,
or a substitute)

@ Pay the examination fee through the system (Full-time: ¥ 2,200,
Part-time: ¥950 )
@foreign students and the like -- copy of Certificate of Residence
returnee students -- certificate of living abroad
(demonstrating the residence period)

(®application form (to be applicable) to the Special Selection for Foreign
students and the like

(2) Those who have finished 9 years of school education abroad.
In addition “documents that the principal of the applied high school needs”

health certificate
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9. Documents needed to confirm the eligibility of foreign applicants, and for the
special (limited) selection

application documents needed publisher ¢ etc. what to confirm
Special(limited) | Certificate of academic record Those who have Proof of 9 years of
selection or certificate of graduation graduated — their curriculum completion
native schools, etc.
Certificate of residence City Hall Name, birthday
description Not only the said Sex, address,
person to be nationality,
enrolled, but also confirmation of
his or her parents commonly known
name,
foreign nationality,
residence in
Fukushima prefecture
with guardians
applicants health certificate hospital ¢ height,
who have (kif needed, depending on the | health center weight
graduated high school they apply for) eyesight
from junior auditory ability
high school of Only the one certified after other diseases &
their native January of the applying year is disorders
country valid.
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1 O. High schools having the Special (limited) Selection
(please check Data for the year 2025<Reiwa 7> Selection)

arca

High school

course

selection materials

Ken-
poku

Fukushima
Kita

Integrated
Student
information
sheet (250
points in
total)

Student information sheet (250 points in total)
Composition (within 600 letters),

Interview (Japanese)

Basic written examinations (Japanese, math, English)
150 points in total.

Ken-
poku

Fukushima
Minami

International
culture

Student information sheet (190 points in total)
Composition (50 minutes about 600 letters),
Interview (Japanese and English)

Basic written examination (Japanese, math,)
200 points in total.

Ken-
chu

Asaka
Kaisei

International
science

Student information sheet (record of each subject 135 points in
total),

Composition (about 800 letters)

Interview (which includes reading sentences in Japanese and
answering questions about it) Basic written examinations (math,
English) 100 points in total.

Ken-
nan

Kounan

Integrated

Student information sheet (250 points in total )

Composition (about 600 letters) 30 points in total ,

Interview (Japanese)30 points in total.

Basic written examinations (math, English 25 minutes each)
30 points for each subject 60 points in total.

Aizu

Aizu
Gakuhou

Integrated

Student information sheet(not by point system)
Composition (Japanese, English, or native language, about 600
letters)
Interview (Japanese,)
Basic written examinations (math, English ) 100 points
in total.

Iwaki

Iwaki
Sogo

Integrated

Student information sheet
(Record of each subject is evaluated by grades.
Record of special activities is examined closely, but
not by a point system.)
Composition (Japanese 50 minutes, between
500 and 400 letters)
Interview (Japanese)
Basic written examinations (math, English)
100 points in total.

Souma

Souma
Sougo

Integrated

Student information sheet(not by point system)

Composition (Japanese within 600 letters) Interview (Japanese)
Basic written examinations (Japanese, math, English)

150 points in total.
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After Entering the School... What you need

1 1. School Fees

You need to pay school fees (educational expenses). You also need to pay an enrollment fee.

Full-time curriculum  (public) Part-time curriculum  (public)

enrollment fee ¥5,650 enrollment fee ¥2,100
annual tuition fee ¥118,800 annual tuition fee ¥32,400
If you receive payments ¥0 If you receive payments ¥0
from the High School from the High School
Tuition Support Fund. Tuition Support Fund.

(Fees listed here are those as of last year. They may be revised. Please confirm beforehand)
For High School Tuition Support Fund, see P .30

The approximate cost of school fees necessary for one year are as follows. (In the case you receive the

payments from High School Tuition Support Fund)
(for your reference)
)
Public high schools [Full-time] about ¥ 200,000(for the first year of enrollment)

)
Public high schools [Part-time] about ¥40,000(for the first year of enrollment)
)
Private high schools [Full-time] about3¥ 800,000(for the first year of enrollment)

For a Full-time high school, General course curriculum, the amount to be paid is around ¥200,000
(including fees for textbooks, teaching materials, school uniform * PE uniform * athletic shoes, etc) .

For Specialized courses, you may need to pay practical work fees in addition.
Other than those shown above, commuting expenses (transportation fees), club activity fees, stationery
fees, Judo uniform and/or swim wear fees for PE classes, and reserve for school excursion fees may be

necessary.
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1 2. High School Tuition Support Fund

The High School Tuition Support Fund is a system provided by the government to
reduce the burden of household educational costs.

< Conditions of Payment >

o Households where total amount of municipal income tax on income basis of the
guardians (persons with parental authority, if there are father and mother, total of
both) is less than ¥304,200 (it is approximately equivalent to an annual income of
¥9,100,000.)

e Households receiving public assistance
<Application Documents>
Application form (distributed through the high school the student is enrolling in)

Local documentation (obtainable at your local municipal office) which verifies
guardians’ income (documentation showing municipal tax per income levy) as
required by Fukushima prefecture

«  About High School Tuition Support Fund
https://www.mext.go.jp/content/20250402-mx_shuukyou03-100002595-1.pdf

<{>For households on public assistance, or low-income households (exempted from taxation), there is a
scholarship system named “High School Supplemental Scholarship Fund” for which repayment is
unnecessary. Applications will be accepted at each high school starting in July.

https.//www.mext.go.jo/a_menu/shotou/mushouka/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2019/08/23/1418201 2 1 pdf
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Application form (to be applicable) to the Special Selection
for Foreignstudents and the like
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Health certificate
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Special selection for foreign
students & the like

@Fukushima Kita (Sogo : Integrated )

@rFukushima Minami  (Kokusai Bunka:International Culture)
@ Asaka Kaisei (Kokusai Kagaku: International Science)
OKounan (Sogo : Integrated )

@Aizu Gakuho (Sogo : Integrated )

@1waki Sogo (Sogo : Integrated)

@>Soma Sogo (Sogo : Integrated )
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